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Laos  push  success  despite  reports,  Nixon  told 


By  J.F.  Ter  Horst 

WASHINGTON— Presi¬ 
dent  Nixon  has  been  told 
by  his  senior  military  and 
foreign  policy  advisers  that 
despite  news  dispatches 
and  some  eyewitness  ac¬ 
counts,  the  Laotian  opera¬ 
tion  “proves  the  sound¬ 
ness”  of  his  Vietnamization 
program  for  extracting  the 
United  State  from  the 
war. 

The  balance  of  military 
strength  in  Indochina  has 
swung  in  favor  of  South 
Vietnam,  Mr.  Nixon  has 
been  told. 

The  President  is  studying 
the  position  papers  at  his 
home  in  San  Clemente, 
Calif.,  in  preparation  for  an 
announcement  he  is  ex¬ 
pected  to  make  next 
Wednesday  of  an  accelera¬ 
tion  of  American  troop 
withdrawals  from  Viet¬ 
nam. 

R^orts  are  that  the  cur¬ 
rent  monthly  pullout  of 
12,500  men  may  be  in¬ 
creased  to  between  16,000 
and  20,000  a  month  after 
May  1. 

White  House  officials 
have  not  held  any  back¬ 
ground  briefings  for  re¬ 
porters  since  the  South 
Vietnamese  pulled  out  of 
Laos  last  week  under 
unexpectedly  heavy  enemy 
pressure. 

Some  on-the-spot  reports 
have  termed  it  “a  rout.” 
Some  meimbers  of  Con¬ 
gress,  Republicans  includ¬ 
ed,  have  suggested  the 
Laotian  Incursion  may 
have  been  a  mistake  and 
even  an  allied  defeat. 

In  the  midst  of  this 
growing  mood  of  pessi¬ 
mism  here,  North  American 
■  Newspaper  Alliance  ob¬ 
tained  documents  in  which 
knowledgeable  Adminis¬ 
tration  officials  set  forth 
the  view  of  the  Laotian  op¬ 
eration  they  have  given 
Mr.  Nixon. 

The  source  of  the  docu¬ 
ments  asked  to  be  uniden¬ 
tified  and  asked  that  the 
contents  not  be  quoted  di¬ 
rectly. 

But  Mr.  Nixon  is  being 
told  that  the  cimrent  psy¬ 
chological  atmosphere  in 
this  country  is  reminiscent 
of  that  during  the  1968  Tet 
offensive,  when  enemy 
troops  staged  massive  at¬ 
tacks  on  South  Vietnamese 
cities,  including  Saigon  and 
the  US  embassy  groimds. 

Hanoi  extracted  maxi¬ 
mum  political  advantage  in 
the  United  States  from  that 
offensive,  the  President  has 
been  told,  and  it  was  only 
as  time  passed  that  the  real 
physical  results  of  enemy 
losses  began  to  tell  on  the 
conduct  of  the  war. 

It  was  after  the  Tet  of¬ 
fensive  that  President 
Johnson’s  advisers  began 
telling  him  that  an  allied 
military  victory  was  not 
possible  in  Vietnam  and 
that  he  should  move  to  ne¬ 
gotiations  as  quickly  as  he 
could. 

But  this  time,  Mr.  Nixon 
is  being  told,  the  United 
States  must  benefit  from 
the  lesson  of  Tet  and  not 
let  itself  be  misled  by  sur¬ 
face  appearances  or  ex¬ 
aggerated  stories  of  enemy 
successes. 

BUYS  TIME 

Indeed,  the  Laotian  op¬ 
eration  has  achieved  its 
primary  objective  of  carry¬ 
ing  the  fight  to  the  enemy’s 
sanctuaries  and  disrupting 
his  principal  lines  of  com¬ 
munications  and  should 
buy  the  South  Vietnamese 
additional  time  in  which  to 
strengthen  their  armed 
forces  while  permitting 
continued  withdrawal  of 
US  combat  forces. 

The  South  Veitnamese 
entered  southern  Laos  in 
early  February  in  order  to 
disrupt  the  operation  of  the 
Ho  Chi  Minh  trail  and  the 
southward  flow  of  enemy 
supplies  bound  for  Cambo¬ 
dia  and  South  Vietnam. 

Hanoi’s  response  to  this 
operation  is  an  important 
factor  in  assessing  the  out¬ 
come.  If,  for  example,  the 
North  Vietnamese  had 
chosen  to  evade  South 
Veitnamese  forces,  there 
would  have  been  relatively 
little  flighting  and  the  oper¬ 
ation  would  have  been  as¬ 
sessed  more  in  terms  of 
supplies  destroyed  or  bot¬ 
tled  up. 

But  for  several  good  rea¬ 
sons  —  such  as  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  the  area,  the  short 
supply  lines  to  North  Viet¬ 
nam  and  the  availability 
of  reserve  forces  in  south¬ 
ern  North  Vietnam  —  the 
North  Vietnamese  under¬ 
took  a  major  counter  at- 


They  reinforced  the  area 
strongly  with  some  of  their 
best  divisions,  not  only  to 
defend  the  trail  system  but 
in  an  attempt  to  inflict  a 
major  defeat  on  the  South 
V  eitnamese  Army 
(ARVN),  as  weU.  As  a  re¬ 
sult,  the  most  intensive 
fighting  since  1968  devel¬ 
oped. 

In  terms  of  immediately 
measurable  results,  the 
weight  of  evidence  is  that 
South  Vietnamese  forces 
acquitted  themselves  very 
well  in  the  six  weeks  of 
fighting  which  followed 
the  initial  incursion  into 
Laos. 

Many  of  the  ARVN  units 
involved  fought  without 
respite  for  40  days  and,  in 
the  judgment  of  US  field 
commanders,  18  out  of  the 
22  battalions  involved 
fought  extremely  well. 

HEAVY  LOSSES 

Because  of  the  Intensity 
of  the  fighting,  the  units 
took  heavy  losses  —  an  es¬ 
timated  1400  killed  and 
4700  wounded.  But  re¬ 
ported  enemy  loses  were 
more  than  13,000  killed, 
and  many  more  were 
wounded. 

In  terms  of  combat  effec¬ 
tiveness,  it  is  estimated 
that  the  quivalent  of  13 
enemy  maneuver  battal¬ 
ions  were  rendered  ineffec¬ 
tive  in  the  course  of  the 
fighting,  whereas  only  4 
ARVN  battalions  were  put 
out  of  combat. 

Exaggerated  reports  of 
enemy  losses  in  Vietnam 
may  have  been  numerous 
in  the  past,  but  this  time 
the  figure  may  be  low.  The 
enemy  acted  more  aggress¬ 
ively  than  he  had  in  sever¬ 
al  years,  with  the  result 
that  he  exposed  himself  to 
concentrated  sillied  fire¬ 
power  and  air  attack. 

Thus,  it  appears  the  ratio 
of  enemy  to  friendly  losses 
was  at  least  5  to  1,  a  very 
high  price  for  Hanoi  to  pay. 

It  is  too  early  to  be  pre¬ 
cise  about  the  impact  of 
Lam  Son  719  on  the  ene¬ 
my’s  logistical  system,  al¬ 
though  some  perspective 
can  be  provided. 

The  North  Vietnamese 
had  to  move  more  supplies 
south  to  CambodSia  and 
South  Vietnam  this  year 
than  last  to  make  up  for 
the  loss  of  three  major 
means  of  supply:  the  port 
of  Sihanoukville,  purchases 
in  Cambodia  and  food  ob¬ 
tained  from  areas  which 
had  previously  been  under 
Viet  Cong  control  in  South 
Vietnam  which  are  now 


under  the  authority  of  the 
government. 

Morevoer  he  had  suf¬ 
fered  great  losses  in  the 
Cambodian  sanctuaries  last 
year. 

Thus,  the  Ho  Chi  Minh 
Trail  has  become  an  even 
more  vital  element  in  Ha¬ 
noi’s  over-all  strategy  than 
it  was  in  the  past.  But  it  is 
reasonably  certain  that  the 
enemy  was  well  behind  last 
year’s  pace  even  before  the 
Lam  Son  operation  began. 

MADE  IT  WORSE 

The  Lam  Son  operation 
clearly  compounded  Ha¬ 
noi’s  problem.  It  disrupted 
the  Ho  Chi  Minh  'lYail 
complex,  physically  block¬ 
ing  various  branches  of  the 
trail. 

South  Vietnamese  forces 
found  or  destroyed  or 
called  in  US  air  power  to 
destroy  some  4900  individ¬ 
ual  weapons,  1900  crew- 
served  weapons  and  thou¬ 
sands  of  tons  of  ammuni¬ 
tion  and  other  supplies. 

This  was  in  addition  to 
the  vast  quantity  of  sup¬ 
plies,  ammunition  and 
equipment  which  was  con¬ 
sumed  by  the  North  Viet¬ 
namese  in  Laos  instead  of 
continuing  down  the  trail 
to  be  used  in  South  Viet¬ 
nam  or  Cambodia. 

Moreover,  when  the 
North  Vietnamese  were 
obliged  to  engage  ARVN 
forces  in  a  fixed  battle  po¬ 
sition,  their  units  massed 
and  became  targets  for 
concentrated  Vietnamese 
firepower  and  US  air 
power,  which  destroyed 
more  than  100  tanks  and 
many  artillery  pieces; 
about  300  enemy  trucks 
were  destroyed  directly  in 
the  operation,  and  4300 
more  were  destroyed  by  air 
interdiction  while  the  op¬ 
erations  were  in  progress. 

Finally,  because  North 
Vietnamese  logistics  units 
were  engaged  in  the 
fighting  and  were  badly 
damaged,  their  resiliency 
in  restoring  the  flow  of 
supplies  southward  has 
been  degraded. 

An  estimated  3500 
enemy  rear  service  person¬ 
nel  vital  to  the  operation  of 
the  trail  logistics  system 
were  killed. 

All  these  considerations 
must  be  viewed  against  the 
fact  that  the  Ho  Chi  Minh 
Trail  complex  is  useful  as  a 
logistics  system  only  dur¬ 
ing  the  dry  season,  which 
began  later  this  year  than 
usual.  Therefore,  when  the 
rains  come  in  the  next  four 
or  five  weeks,  the  Commu¬ 
nists  will  have  little  time  in 
which  to  attempt  to  make 
up  all  the  weeks  that  have 
been  lost  to  them  in  the 
Lam  Son  operation. 

A  significant  measure  of 
Lam  Son’s  achievements 
will  be  the  degree  it  suc¬ 
ceeds  in  forestalling  enemy 
offensive  activity.  In  con¬ 
junction  with  ARVN  oper¬ 
ations  conducted  simulta¬ 
neously  in  Cambodia,  these 
efforts  have  precluded 
major  enemy  offensive  op¬ 
erations  in  South  Vietnam 
during  the  current  dry  sea¬ 
son. 

ENEMY  OPTION 

If  Lam  Son  had  not  been 
undertaken,  the  North 
Vietnamese  would  have 
had  the  option  of  launching 
major  attacks  against 
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ARVN  and  US  forces  locat¬ 
ed  in  the  northern  prov¬ 
inces  of  South  Vietnam. 

Hanoi  will  want  to  mask 
the  extent  to  which  its 
capabilities  have  been  im¬ 
paired  and  will  therefore 
endeavor  to  act  as  if  it  is 
playing  from  strength.  To 
project  this  image,  the 
Communists  may  be 
willing  to  spend  additional 
manpower  capital  in  the 
days  immediately  ahead  by 
trying  to  mount  a  sharp 
flurry  of  attacks  in  the 
northern  part  of  South 
Vietnam  and  elsewhere  if 


they  can  get  such  attacks 
off  the  ground. 

Such  attacks  may  be 
specifically  directed 
against  US  units  in  an  en¬ 
deavor  to  increase  Ameri¬ 
can  casualties,  whatever 
the  cost  to  Hanoi. 

The  combined  military 
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operations  also  have  had 
the  effect  of  engaging  the 
enemy  and  keeping  his 
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Laos  push 

a  success, 

Nixon  told 
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forces  distant  from  the 
population  of  South  Viet- 


To  Illustrate  this,  it  is 
pointed  out  that  the  Toan 
Thang  operation  north  of 
Rte.  7  inside  Cambodia  is 
being  fought  against  the 
1st,  5th,  7th  and  9th  North 
Vietnamese  and  Viet  Cong 
divisions,  the  same  units 
which,  at  this  time  of  the 
year  in  1968,  were  operat¬ 
ing  inside  the  city  limits  of 
Saigon  and  the  surround¬ 
ing  metropolitan  area. 

The  enemy  vmits  en¬ 
gaged  in  Lam  Soon  —  the 
304th,  308th,  820th  and  324 
B  divisions  —  in  February 
end  March  of  1968,  fought 
for  two  weeks  in  the  city  of 
Hue,  entering  the  defenses 
of  Da  Nang,  and  generally 
harassed  the  population  in 
the  coastal  regions.  All  of 
these  enemy  units  were  en¬ 
gaged  this  year  away  from 
population  centers  and,  in 
fact,  outside  of  South  Viet¬ 
nam  itself. 

VIETNAMIZATION 

!  Lam  Son  has  underlined 
the  progress  which  has 
been  made  in  Vietnamiza- 
I  tion.  Three  years  ago, 
■ARVN  units  were  engaged 
^against  enemy  units  in  and 
close  to  South  Vietnam’s 
own  population  centers. 

I  Now,  ARVN  units  have 
.shown  themselves  able  to 
deal  with  the  enemy  threat 
!  in  sanctuary  areas  without 
I  the  support  of  US  ground 
!  combat  forces  or  advisers 
1  while  keeping  their  own 
j  territory  pacified  as  well. 

I  They  have  demonstrated 
the  ability  to  mount  a  com¬ 
plex  multi-division  opera- 
,  tion  in  conditions  of  diffi¬ 
cult  and  unfamiliar  terrain, 
adverse  weather,  and 
:  against  a  well-prepared 
!  enemy.  Moreover,  this  is 
being  achieved  with  a  US 
I  presence  which  has  dimin- 
I  ished  by  some  260,000  men 
since  1969. 
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February  and  March  are 
'  the  months  in  which  the 
^  Communists  traditionally 
mount  the  most  extensive 
I  military  operations  in  all 
regions  of  South  Vietnam- 
I  This  year,  they  were  given 
!  an  additional  incentive  to 
do  this  because  such  ac¬ 
tions  would  harass  the  rear 
areas  of  ARVN  operations 
in  Laos  and  Cambodia  and 
I  would  distract  attention 
I  from  those  two  actions. 

Despite  exhortations  to 
I  their  cadre  to  undertake 
such  action  within  South 
,  Vietnam,  they  have  been 
j  imable  to  date  to  mount 
*  anything  which  can  even 
I  be  considered  a  major  suc- 
I  cessful  high  point.  In  fact, 

■  the  situation  within  South 
Vietnam  has  been  extraor- 
;  dinarily  calm  during  the 
entire  months  of  February 
and  March  with  the  excep- 
!  tion  of  an  action  being 
’  taken  by  ARVN  forces 
against  Communist  strong¬ 
holds  in  the  U  Minh  forest 
'  of  Military  Region  IV 

The  ability  of  the  South 
Vietnamese  forces  to  sus¬ 
tain  security  after  the  de- 
'  parture  of  US  forces  will, 
in  the  long  run,  be  mea- 
,  sured  by  the  balance  of 
strength  which  exists  be¬ 
tween  North  and  South 
I  Vietnamese  forces.  The  US 
assessment  is  that  the  bal- 
1  ance  in  the  Indochina  pen¬ 
insula  has  swing  in  favor  of 
the  South  Vietnamese. 

Ambassador  Ellsworth 
Bunker  has  reported  the 
operation  has  created  con¬ 
fidence  among  the  South 
Vietnamese  in  the  ability 
of  ARVN  and  pride  in  its 
accomplishments.  There 
has  been  satisfaction  in  the 
fact  that  the  fighting  has 
been  taken  outside  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  South  Vietnam  and 
that  ARVN  has  been  able 
to  inflict  far  heavier 
casualties  on  the  enemy. 

It  can  be  concluded, 
therefore,  that  the  founda¬ 
tion  for  Vietnamization  in 
South  Vietnam  is  sound 
and  that  the  process  has 
been  enhanced  by  the  dis¬ 
ruptions  Lam  Son  has 
caused  the  enemy,  and  by 
i  the  increased  confidence  it 
has  given  the  South  Viet¬ 
namese  in  meeting  their 
own  defense  needs,  the 
President  is  told. 


Most  cleaning  methods  for  wall-to- 
wall  carpets  use  hard,  high-speed  brushes 
and  oily  shampoos.  Other  methods  use 
blasts  of  steam.  But  the  brushes  wear 
down  your  carpet,  the  oily  shampoo 
residue  causes  your  carpet  to  re-soil 
faster,  and  the  steam  scalds  the  life  out 
of  your  carpet. 

So?  The  life  of  your  wall-to-wall 
carpet  gets  cut  short.  And  yom^  carpet 
never  gets  completely  clean. 

But  there  is  now  a  new  way  to  clean 
wall-to-wall  carpeting.  It  was  developed 
in  one  of  the  world’s  foremost  aerospace 
labs.  Its  name  is  the  CarpeTech  System™ 

The  CarpeTech  System  uses  no 
destructive  bmshes,  no  oily  shampoos, 
no  scalding  steam.  Instead?  A  CarpeTech- 
manufactured  cleaning  unit,  guided  by  a 
minicomputer,  applies  and  removes  a 
gentle  but  uniquely  effective  cleaning 
solution. 

Result?  A  system  that  gets  carpets 


so  clean,  hospitals  have  switched  to  it. 

Yet  it’s  so  gentle,  it’s  guai^teed 
not  to  harm  even  the  most  delicate 
carpet  fibers.  ‘ 

CarpeTech  is  faster  as  well  as  more 
thorough  and  gentler  than  any  other 
system.  You  can  use  your  room  almost 
immediately  after  CarpeTech  cleans  your 
wall-towall  carpeting.  And  yet,  even 
though  CarpeTech  is  so  clearly  superior 
to  every  other  method,  its  costs  are 
competitive.  . 

Why  not  call  CarpeTech 
for  a  free  estimate,  whether  youi’ , 
wall-to-wall  carpeting  is  in  your 
home  or  your  place  of  business? 
CarpeTech:  serving  New  England  and 
Pennsylvania;  and  soon  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  Los  Angeles,  and  other  major 
cities.  617-389-7080. 
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CarpeTech:  Space-Age  way  to  clean  your  wall-to-wall  carpets. 


